
5

Contents

Introduction .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                           	 7

Michał Mroczek
The Party Organisation and Its Members .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                           	 13

Michał Siedziako
The Legitimation of Communist Rule in Poland .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       	 62

Robert Spałek
A Hostile Takeover. The Road to the Unification of the PPR 
and the False PPS (1946–1949)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 	 106

Przemysław Gasztold
“The Sharp Tool of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat”: 
The Communist Party and the Security Apparatus 
in the People’s Republic of Poland .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                               	 168

Tomasz Leszkowicz
The Polish United Workers’ Party Vis-à-Vis the Military .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  	 192

Wanda Jarząbek
The Impact of the PZPR on Communist Poland’s Foreign Policy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             	 220

Andrzej Zawistowski
“We Are Building the Prosperity of the Nation Under the Party’s Leadership”: 
The PZPR and the Economy .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                  	 243

Antoni Dudek
Battle for the Hearts and Minds, or the Party Versus the Roman Catholic Church  .  .  .  .    	 274

Handbook_of_the_Polish_United_Workers_Party_5_ORCID_4_ORCID.indd   5Handbook_of_the_Polish_United_Workers_Party_5_ORCID_4_ORCID.indd   5 14.08.2024   13:51:3314.08.2024   13:51:33



Konrad Rokicki
The PZPR and the Party’s Cultural Policy  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 	 299

Jerzy Eisler
The “Magnificent Seven” of Polish Communism  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      	 317

Rafał Drabik
Archival Materials of the Polish United Workers’ Party .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                   	 335

Glossary of Parties, Organisations, State Agencies and Party Structures .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 	 364

Index of Names .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 	 373

Handbook_of_the_Polish_United_Workers_Party_5_ORCID_4_ORCID.indd   6Handbook_of_the_Polish_United_Workers_Party_5_ORCID_4_ORCID.indd   6 14.08.2024   13:51:3314.08.2024   13:51:33


